
VE80 Beacon Lighting 

 

Broomhill Common - Thursday 8th May 2025 
 

Welcome 
Stephen Sangster, Chairman of the Knoll Residents Association 
 
The VE80 Tribute Reading 
Carol Hadler-Oldham, relative of an ARP Warden who served on Broomhill Common (see below picture) 
 
Reading and Prayers 
Reverend George Rogers, All Saints Church, Orpington 

 
Bible Reading 2 Corinthians 5.16–21 

 
Prayers: Collect for Peace 
Almighty God,  
from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed: 
kindle in the hearts of all people the true love of peace; 
and guide with your pure and peaceable wisdom 
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; 
that in tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, 
till the earth is filled with the knowledge of thy love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen. 
 
For those who served and died in World War II 
O God of truth and justice, 
we hold before you those men and women 
who have died in active service, 
particularly in the Second World War, 
whose sacrifice brought Victory in Europe. 
As we honour their courage and cherish their memory, 
may we put our faith in your future; 
for you are the source of life and hope, 
now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 
For those who serve today 
O Lord God of Hosts, 
stretch forth, we pray, your almighty arm 
to strengthen and protect our service men and women. 
Support them in times of conflict, 
and in their rest and training keep them safe from all evil; 
endue them with courage and loyalty; 
and grant that in all things they may serve without reproach; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
God grant to the living, grace; to the departed, rest; 
to the Church, the King, the Commonwealth, 
and all people, peace and concord; 
and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
come down upon you and remain with you always. 
All: Amen. 
 

PTO 

Carol Hadler-Oldham’s mother Sheila Hunt, middle row 2
nd

 

from right, and her mother Amy Pope-Hunt next-to-her, lived 

at 50 Broomhill Road.  Bottom right, front row: Fredrick 

Harris, a milkman who lived in Wiltshire Road. 



 

 
 
 
All-Clear Air-Raid Siren 
(Symbolic sound of safety and peace) 

 
Lighting of the Beacon 
9:30 PM  - thanks to our resident fire-starter Brian Bates and our re-

enactment volunteers in uniform.    
 
Ode of Remembrance 
Read by Kim Botting, President of the Orpington & District Branch 

of the Royal British Legion,  

 

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM 

 
Community Singing: “I Vow to Thee, My Country” 

All those lighting Beacons across the UK are asked to come together at this time, and sing I Vow To Thee My 

Country.  This has never been undertaken before, so it will bring the peoples, families and communities of our great 

Nation together at one moment in time, providing a wonderful ‘tribute’ to the many millions that paid the ultimate 

sacrifice during the dark days of WWII 

 

Please join in with singing! 
 

I vow to thee, my country, all earthly things above, 
Entire and whole and perfect, the service of my love; 
The love that asks no question, the love that stands the test, 
That lays upon the altar the dearest and the best; 
The love that never falters, the love that pays the price, 
The love that makes undaunted the final sacrifice. 
 
And there’s another country, I’ve heard of long ago, 
Most dear to them that love her, most great to them that know; 
We may not count her armies, we may not see her King; 
Her fortress is a faithful heart, her pride is suffering; 
And soul by soul and silently her shining bounds increase, 
And her ways are ways of gentleness, and all her paths are peace. 
 
 
Chairman’s Closing Remarks 
 
Stephen Sangster, Chairman of the Knoll 

Residents Association 
 
 
Closing of the Event 
 
You are warmly invited to remain and watch the 

beacon embers slowly fade or to raise a glass 

with friends and neighbours at The Cricketers! 

 

 

The Knoll Residents Association 


